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Li received his Ph.D. degree in 1985 and was one of the first few persons who 

had earned their Ph. D. degrees in History in PRC after 1949 
  
Li worked in different academic institutions before he joined the faculty of 

Peking University. His academic positions in these institutions are:  
1. Permanente position:  
Senior Research Fellow: Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;  
Full Professor: Tsinghua University; 
Chair Professor: Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
2. Visiting Professor:  
University of Michigan, University of California at Los Angeles, California 

Institute of Technology, Harvard University, London School of Economics and 
Political Science, L'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, University of 
Tokyo, Keio University 

Visiting Fellow: The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, The 
National Humanities Center (USA), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
University of Cambridge, Acamica Sinica (Taipei), etc. 

Li was a Keynote Speaker in international congresses, some of which are blow: 
The Eighth Annual World History Association International Congress, June 27, 

1999, Victoria, Canada 
The 35th Economic and Business Historical Society Conference, May 27, 2010, 

Braga, Portugal 
The Opening Session of the 21st International Congress of the Historical 

Sciences, August 22, 2010, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
 
Li has been working in Chinese economic history. But his study also covers 

Chinese social, demographic, environmental, technological, cultural, educational, 
military history as well as global history.  

 
Li has published since 1974 ten books and more than seventy articles in 

mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, USA, UK, Japan and South Korea. The major 
books are: 



The books include ��%�@#0/� (Agricultural development in the 
Yangzi Delta during the Tang times) (Beijing, 1990 and 2010)  

Agricultural Development in Jiangnan, 1620-1850 (London & New York, 1998; 
Chinese translation, Shanghai, 2007)  
%�0� �#��1550-1850 (Early industrialization in the Yangzi Delta, 

1550-1850) (Beijing, 2000 and 2010)  
/�9�5��'%�,-�23 (Development and its limitations: a study 

of productive forces in the Yangzi Delta during the Ming-Qing times) (Taipei, 2002)  
+=��&�/��?
���7(�23��6 (Theories, methods and trends 

of disciplinary development: a new approach to Chinese economic history (Beijing, 
2002, 2013; Korean version, Seoul, 2006)  
�;<1%�7(�, 960-1850 (economic history of the Yangzi Delta in 

multiple perspectives, 960-1850) (Beijing, 2003)  
��0� A�7(-1820 ��:�-�8��0 GDP23 (China’s early 

modern economy: A Study of GDP of the Huating-Lou area in 1820s) (Beijing, 2009; 
English version, Cambridge, 2019)  
)$9>4�� 7(
*���0��9"��.(Guns and Ledgers: 

China and the East Asia World in the Age of Early Economic Globalization). (Beijing, 
2017; English and Korean versions are in going), etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


